











face is designed from a
microscopic photograph
of a drop of water. One of
the flow forms evolves
into the shape of a bird,
suggestng that water
grows life, and another
recalls the shape of 2
ginkgo leaf, which is the
svmbol of the ciry.
Damon worked with
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Top: Map locating park along
the Fu River in Chengdu
Photo: Margie Ruddick

Above: The river channel, drain-
ed during project construction
Photo: Margie Ruddick
Below right: Site plan
Graphic: Betsy Damon

Duncan Cheung one of manymhie'ntees funded bleeeperS orf thé -

Chengdu sculptor Deng
Le on these pieces. “My
role was to bring forward
what is innate in Chinese
ontology and build a con-
temporary language
related ro water clean-
ing,” she said.

The project involved an
unusual collaboration
berween the designers,
city staff and officials from the Fu-Nan Rivers
Restoration Bureau — complicated by language and
cultural barriers and the fact that city designers had
already completed plans for the site.

After Zhang invited Damon to design the park, she

" returned to the U.S. to raise funds, undertake further

research and interview landscape architects. Damon
and Ruddick rerurned to China in March, 1996, and
were asked to develop a program, pick a site and sketch
a conceptual plan — all in about three weeks. Ruddick
saw merits in this level of collaboration: “I pointed out
that because I was there did not necessarily mean they
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would be acquiring a so-called Western design. I would
be helping them figure out how to organize these tech-
nologies within the framework of their own landscape
architecture, and the design development is something
I think they should be very proud of.”

Damon left to do more research, then returned for a
year to see the details of the design through. “I devel-
oped the rhythm of the park, the flow of the paths, the
connectors and how the flow forms would go,” she
said, along with sculprural elements like the fountain
and a nautilus. A local scientist, Huang Shi Da,  ~
designed the wetlands, selecting plants and fish for the
treatment ponds (Huang had already been cultvating
test plots to study how plants could metabolize local
water). City staff designed elements like the bridges
and stone walkways.

Damon and Ruddick credit Zhang's vision and persis-
tence for launching the project when a design for the
park had already been completed and seeing it
through even though people didn't understand how it
would work. “It mobilized all these people who were
doing this work separately around the city, artists
doing installadons, 2 microbiologist and engineers
looking at water quality. Now evervone in the whole
city knows about this park,” Ruddick said.

Jury comments

HALSBAND: This is an amazing public works project.
What this does in terms of bringing people to the
river..., there are some places that are designed for
kids to interact with water. We actually learn some-
thing from this, by following through the spaces.

ZEISEL: The water moves into a settling pond whose
design is patterned on a microscopic drop of water.
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Waters. Doing essential research for the Chengdu urban rivers
association model village project.
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